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Mr H. E. W. Banks, C.Eng. (M), retired on 30th 
November 1979 from his post as Regional Safety 
Officer with the Northern Region of the BGC having 
completed 50 years service in the gas industry. He is a 
past Chairman of the North of England Section, and 
in that capacity served for one year on the Council of 
the Institution. 


Mr Hugh Richardson, C.Eng. (M), 
service manager for the West 
Lancashire Area of North West 
Gas since 1974, has retired after 
44 years’ service in the gas indurtry. 


Mr Richardson followed in the 

steps of his father who worked for 

30 years with East Midlands Gas. 

He became a gas apprentice in 
1936 and later saw war service in the RAF. In 1948 
he was appointed a district inspector with the Oxford 
gas undertaking. 


After appointments in Preston, he became service 
manager for the Fylde district in 1963 and assistant 
service manager for the West Lancashire Area in 1966. 
In 1968 he was appointed service manager for the 
Northern Area, based in Morecambe, and, in 1974, 
service manager for West Lancs, based in Blackpool. 


Mr R. L. Worsfold, C.B.E. (Com- 
panion), Member for Personnel, 
British Gas Corporation, is to 
retire when his present term of 
office expires at the end of Dec- 
ember 1980. Mr Worsfold has 
made his decision because of re- 
current health problems. He is 55. 


In a tribute, British Gas Chair- 
man, Sir Denis Rooke, said: ‘In his years in the gas 
industry and as a Member of the Corporation from its 
inception, Mr Worsfold has made a distinguished 
contribution to the industry’s affairs. He has been 
instrumental in making British Gas a resolute and 
progressive employer and in fostering the gooJ indus- 
trial relations which are one of the industry’s main 
strengths.” 


Lew Worsfold joined the gas industry in 1965 as 
Personnel Manager of West Midlands Gas Board, 
after 12 years in various personnel posts in British 
European Airways. He became Director of Personnel 
at the Gas Council and a full-time Member of the 
Council in 1972. 


He is a member of the Central Arbitration Committee, 
on the Council of the City & Guilds of London Insti- 
tute, and the Council of the Institute of Manpower 
Studies. He was appointed C.B.E. in the 1979 Birthday 
Honours. 


British Gas appointment 


- Dr H. W. D. Hughes, B.Sc.(Eng.), 
C.Eng. (F), Regional Deputy 
Chairman of Southern Gas, has 
been appointed Director and Gen- 
eral Manager, British Gas Explor- 
ation Companies, from Ist Janu- 
ary 1981, to succeed Mr Pat 
Taylor who will continue to be 
available to advise on exploration 
watters for a further period. 


Dr Hughes, who is 46, obtained an honours degree in 
chemical engineering at University College, London. 
Subsequently he undertook research into the thermal 
decomposition of alcohols, and was awarded a Ph.D. 
in 1959. After leaving University College he worked for 
two years for British Petroleum, firstly at the Isle of 
Grain Refinery and then at the Technical Development 
Division in Sunbury, principally on distillation pro- 
jects and development. In 1960 he joined the South 
Eastern Gas Board at its Isle of Grain Works and was 
responsible for the commissioning and operation of 
the Shell high pressure partial oxidation plant. Dr 
Hughes was appointed Deputy Station Engineer at 
Isle of Grain in 1964. In 1965 he was transferred to the 
Board’s Headquarters at Croydon as Assistant Devel- 
opment Engineer and successive appointments in- 
cluded Development Engineer, Assistant Chief Engin- 
eer (Development and Planning), and Deputy Chief 
Engineer. In these appointments he was particularly 
involved in the application of computers in engineering 
planning work. 


In 1971 he was appointed as Chief of Corporate 
Planning to head up the Board’s new Corporate 
Planning Department, and was appointed a Director 
in October 1972. He was appointed Deputy Chairman 
of Southern Gas in 1975. oO 
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